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Indus Community Services launches the MAASI Program to assist first-time newcomer mothers 

Before COVID-19, expectant newcomer mothers could depend on family and friends to assist them as they welcomed 
their first child into the world. However, with the pandemic continuing its devastating effect all over the country, and 
isolation and social distancing becoming the new norms, many newcomer mothers continue to remain isolated, with 
limited access to resources and family support.  
 
International student, Ms. A, who is married (long distance relationship), and living in Canada for the last two years  
on a student visa, recently gave birth to a child. Currently, she is struggling to meet her basic needs with very limited 
support and resources. She is not able to access any of the financial support available to most of the Canadians  
during the pandemic. As well, the young mom cannot leave the infant and look for work. 
 
At Indus Community Services' we recognize that newcomer mothers are facing unprecedented challenges, including 
financial hardship. This could mean being able to find a balance between purchasing baby supplies and paying rent.  
 
Indus’ newly launched MAASI Program: Multicultural Access to Social Support Initiative aims to support newcomer 
mothers during the pandemic, and going forward to ensure positive outcomes for the family. 
 
“The MASSI program was created during the pandemic to begin addressing significant gaps in support to some of our 
community's most vulnerable.  This program is expected to grow, to help more people that our welfare and other 
systems are ignoring.  Indus will continue to do its best to advocate for new Moms and others left isolated”, said 
Gurpreet Malhotra, CEO Indus Community Services. 
 
Your financial support will help these new mothers purchase much needed necessities for their babies and will help us 
provide them with ongoing support and mentorship. Help us support and make an impact on a new life. Donate 
ONLINE , or to learn how else you can help, please call 905-275-2369 or email: info@induscs.ca. 
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